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Sibelius was faced with a fresh task. Strind-
berg's fairy tale " Swanwhite " was to be produced
in Helsingfors in the spring of 1908 and the
management of the Swedish theatre succeeded in
persuading Sibelius to write the music.

" The task attracted me very much. Strindberg,
who essayed so many things, had thought of
writing the music for the play himself. When he
heard that I had undertaken the task, he gave up
his work. He informed me of this in a letter that
I still keep. A year later I revised the music for
' Swanwhite' thoroughly. From this the suite
appeared that is played at concerts/'

On the 20th February, 1908, Sibelius went to
London to conduct his new symphony at the
Philharmonic Society. A long cherished wish
was thus fulfilled.

" My second visit to London proved even more
productive than the first. I improved my acquaint-
ance with old friends and made new ones.

" Among others I met Miss Mary Wakefield, who
had been a close friend of Ruskin's and Grieg's and
was an outstanding personality in the musical life
of England.

" A good singer in her youth, she had devoted
her wealth and interests to far-reaching musical
plans. In various English towns she had estab-
lished choral societies, which met annually in order
to perform works for choir and orchestra from Bach
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